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Crusade in Corinth, 1989-1996 
τhis year's celebration of the centennial of the Corinth Excavations coincides with Charles Κ. Williams , Il 's thirtieth year as its 
Field Director. Here he tells of excavations at . 

In 1989 . 

By the end of 1903, enough of the north 
wing of the W est Shops had been un­
covered for excavators to declare they had 

defined the west side of Corinth 's ancient 
Greek agora. The northernmost six shops , 
limited ο η their south side by a cement and 
rubble ramp, were considered at the time 
to be the whole building, prompting 
William Bell Dinsmoor to commence the 
task ofpublishing the West Shops between 
1909 and 1911. Only later , when a mirror 
image of the six northern shops was 
cleared south of the ramp, did the ful\ plan 
ofthe West Shops become clear. Suddenly 
the monument had expanded into a build­
ing with two end towers, a central ramp, 
and twelve shops; the monument was twice 
as large as had been thought in 1909. 
Clearer also was the design of the W est 
Shops. The central ramp was a staircase 
which served as a monumental entrance in­
to the temenos of Temple Ε rather than 
simply part of a stoa that defined the 
western side of the forum . The new func­
tion ofthe West Shops was recognized, but 
the building retained its original name. 

In 1933 , Sterling Dow excavated a 
building with impluvium and marble floors 
just west of the northwest corner of the 
temenos. It became clear later that the en­
trance to the building was through the west 
stoa ofthe temenos . However, at the time 
the stoa was totally buried and the corner 

of the temenos was still to be discovered. 
In 1965 James Κ. Anderson and a team 
from the University of California at 
Berkeley expanded the Dow excavation. 
After clearing late walls from the area, the 
northwest corner of the temenos became 
easily recognizable. In 1973, upon the 
death of his father , William Bell 
Dinsmoor, Jr . turned over to the Corinth 
Excavations the original drawings of the 
West Shops and the surrounding temenos, 
and an incomplete manuscript. Among the 
papers were supplementary drawings that 
had been made by William Bell Dinsmoor, 
Jr . (Fig . 1) . 

At this point Ι decided to take on the 
publication. Since the West Shops were 
now recognized as only the eastern stoa of 
an architectural frame that enclosed Tem­
ple Ε, and since the end towers ofthe West 
Shops bonded the shops to the north and 
south stoas, it seemed best to expand the 
publication to include all four stoas of the 
enclosure. Such an expansion appeared to 
involve less work than one might have first 
imagined. The stoa ση the south side of the 
temenos certainly was replicated on the 
north side, and the stoa along the west end 
was probably quite similar to the two 

continued on page 2 
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Fig . Ι: West Shops at Corίnth , drawn by Willίam Bell Dίnsmoor, Jr. 
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This was the turning point and we decid­
ed not to descend to lower levels until we 
understood somewhat better the �F�r�a�n�l�¬�s�h� 

levels that were under excavation. Im­
mediately southwest of the Byzantine 
church we slowly cleared a large complex 
with a central court, now identified as an 
inn and hospital (Fig. 3). Some ofthe best 
evidence for this came from a room ex­
cavated in 1993 and identified as a phar­
macy (Fig. 4). There we found a concen­
tration of medical containers known as 
albarelli, which suggested the room's 
function. 

By the end of the 1994 excavation 
season, with the help of literary sources 
and laboratory experts, we were able to 
start �m�a�l�¬�n�g� sense of the huge bulk of 
evidence that was accumulating so quickly. 
The pottery was not alllocal; in fact most 
of the glazed wares found in contexts of 
the last quarter of the 13th century, and 
down to the Catalan sack of Corinth in 
1312 A.D. , were imported. The Catalan 
raid appears to have reduced Corinth to a 
shadow of its 13th century self; life still 
went �¿� �·�,� but not without adversity. �™� �·� 

1358 Corinth was ceded to Niccolo Ac­
ciaiouli; within forty years it became 
Byzantine and finally in 1458 it fell to the 
Turks. UnJike the 13th century levels, the 
post-Catalan remains generally are poorly 
preserved or, more commonly, trenches 
robbed even of their foundation stones. 

�‘� number of the observations made in 
the course of excavation have raised ques­
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This year's celebration of the lOOth an­
niversary of the School 's Corinth Excava­
tions gives cause for reflection on what has 
been discovered about the city through the 
excavation of strata from the prehistori c 
through the modern period, and on the 
hundreds of people who have been 
associated with the excavations through the 
years. �¤�¿� honor the anniversary, an exhibi­
tion, whose theme is taken from these 
refl ections, will open in the town hall of 
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�M�±�n�y� well-known persons connected �w�¯�t�h� 

�c�l�±�s�s�¯�c�a�l� �s�t�u�d�¯�e�s� �h�±�v�e� spent some time in 
Corinth, either in their student �d�±�y�s� or 
�l�±�t�e�r�.� One person is �G�l�±�d�y�s� �D�±�v�i�d�s�o�n� 

Weinberg. �P�h�o�t�o�g�r�±�p�h�e�d� in 1933 when she 
came to �C�o�r�¯�n�t�h� �±�s� �±� student, her �s�c�h�o�l�±�r�l�y� 

�±�s�s�o�c�i�±�t�i�o�n� �w�¯�t�h� the �e�x�c�±�v�±�t�i�o�n� �h�±�s� con­
tinued �¹�¿� the present �d�±�y�.� Her 1952 volume, 
Corinth �§�™�™�:� the Minor Objects, �c�o�n�t�±�i�n�s� �±�n� 

�±�m�±�z�i�n�g� �r�±�n�g�e� of �d�±�t�e�d� �±�r�t�i�f�±�c�t�s�,� well­
�r�e�s�e�±�r�c�h�e�d� �±�n�d� profusely �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�±�t�e�d�.� 

Once the whole of the �R�o�m�±�n� forum �w�±�s� �c�l�e�±�r�e�d�,� �e�x�c�±�v�±�¹�i�o�n� in the 1960's �±�n�d� 1970's focused 
on the �r�e�m�±�i�n�s� of the Greek period. �E�x�p�l�o�r�±�t�i�o�n�s� in the �±�r�e�±� southwest of the forum in­
dicated �t�h�±�t� until the building of the South �S�t�o�±�,� the south side of the Greek the 

�u�s�t�sc e s t h e  t h e  



Library News 

�A�h�r�w�e�¯�l�e�r� �G�¯�v�e�s� Lecture 
The 15th �A�À�À�u �a �l� �F�r�a�À �c �i �s� R. �W�a �l�t�o�À� 

L ecture was �p�r �e�s�e �À�t�e�d� by �H�e�l�e�À �e� 

Ahrweiler , Rector of the �E�u�r�o�p�e�a�À� 

U �À�i�v �e �r �s �i�t�y �,� �¿�À� March 19, 1996 at the �G�e�À �­

�À�a�d�i�u �s� Library. She �o�p�e�À �e �d� her lecture, 
" Problems of Greek �C�o�À�t�i�À�u�i�t�y�, �"� with a 
�g�e�À�e�r�a�l� �d�i �s �c�u �s �s�i�o�À� of the biased use �a�À�d� 

�i�d�e�a�l�i�z�a�t�i�o�À� of history. Arhweiler stated 
that the �e�À�e�m�i�e�s��a�À�d� that 

the her 

the 
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Evelyn �H�a�r�r�¯�s �o�n� and John Oakley �p�a�r�t�¯�c�¯�p�a�t�e�d� 

�¯�n� the �¯�n�t�e�r�n�a�t�¯�o�n�a�l� conference, �'�' �R�e �g�¯�o �n�a�l� 

Schools �¯�n� �H�e�l �l �e �n�¯�s�t�¯ �c� Sculpture,"held at the 
�G�e�n�n�a�d�¯�u�s� �L�¯�b�r�a�r �y� from March 15-17. 

�~ �·� 

At the Annual General Meeting �Ã�f� the 
American �P�h�i�l�Ã�s�Ã�p�h�i�c�a�l� �S�Ã�c�i�e�t�y� �i�·� 

Philadelphia in April, Robert F. Goheen, 
Secretary �Ã�f� the �S�Ã�c�i�e�t�y �,� presented Homer 
�‘�.� Thompson with the �T�h�Ã�m�a�s� �J�e�f�f�e�r�s�Ã�n� 

Medal �f�Ã�r� Distinguished �A�c�h�i�e�v�e�m�e�·�t� �¯�·� 

the Humanities. Mr. �T�h�Ã�m�p�s�Ã�· �,� �P�r�Ã�f�e�s�s�Ã�r� 

Emeritus at the Institute �f�Ã�r� Advanced 
Study, received the �S�Ã�c�i�e�t�y �'�s� highest 
award in the humanities, �s�Ã�c�i�a�l� sciences, 
�Ã�r� arts �f�Ã�r� ''a life which has �f�Ã�s�t�e�r�e�d� Greek 
�a�r�c�h�a�e�Ã�l�Ã�g�y� �t�h�r�Ã�u�g�h� �d�i�s�t�i�·�g�u�i�s�h�e�d� publica­
�t�i�Ã�·�s� and �e�n�c�Ã�u�r�a�g�e�m�e�n�t� �Ã�f� �g�e�n�e�r�a�t�i�Ã�n�s� �Ã�f� 

�p�r�a�c�t�i�t�i�Ã�·�e�r�s �.�"� 

At the �S�Ã�c�i�e�t�y�'�s� awards dinner, �Ã�v�e�r� 250 
�p�r�Ã�r�n�i�·�e�n�t� �s�c�h�Ã�l�a�r�s� �a�·�d� scientists gathered 
�t�Ã� �h�Ã�·�Ã�r� the man �'�'�w �h�Ã� has �b�r�Ã�u�g�h�t� a 
�u�·�i�q�u�e� �v�i�s�i�Ã�·� �t�Ã� the field �Ã�f� �a�r�c�h�a�e�Ã�l�Ã�g�y�.�'�'� 

As Mr. �G�Ã�h�e�e�·� stated, " ... �·�Ã� �f�i�·�d� �p�r�Ã�v�e�d� 

�t�Ã�Ã� insignificant �f�Ã�r� careful study �a�·�d� �·�Ã� 

�m�Ã�·�u�m�e�·�t� �t�Ã�Ã� �d�a�u�·�t�i�·�g� �t�Ã� be �e�x�p�l�a�i�·�e�d� ... 
�H�Ã�m�e�r� �T�h�Ã�m�p�sq
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Aqueduct 
�c �o�n�¹�i �n �u�e�d� from page. /0 

the aqueduct in Athens. Thanks to the 
School's new AutoCad system, �™� was able 
to develop a computer-generated map on 
which �™� superimposed details taken from 
both early travelers' and modern surveyors' 
maps and descriptions. Blueprints in the 
Blegen Library show elevations for the en­
tire length of the aqueduct and corroborate 
19th century accounts of water travelling 
along a steady grade, controlled by gravity 
alone. Roman technological advances, 
such as a pressure system, were not used 
in the Athenian system. 

Blegen 
Libr"'ary 

�~ �5�0� neters 
�~� 
�™ �P�e�t�r�d�t�™� 

�Ÿ�=�- �A�c�c�µ�s�s� �s�h�a�“�"�t �,� here dro wn to �s�c�a �t �µ�> �.� 
�\�J�¹�d �t �h� or Aqutduct t uMel not to scote . 

�C�o�m�p�u�t�e�r�¯ �z �e�d� map �s�h�o�w�¯�n�g� �H�a�d�r�¯�a�n� 's 
Aqueduct near the School. From �±� hand­
drawn map, c. 1924, Blegen �L�¯�b�r�a�r�y� Ar­
�c �h�¯ �v �e�s �,� ASCSA, �d�¯�g�¯�t�¯ �z �e�d� and �e�d�¯�t�e�d� by S. 
�L�e�¯�g�h�.� 

My study of the aqueduct's main tunnel 
was greatly aided by the rediscovery­
conveniently behind the Gennadius Library 
-of a section of the tunnel and one of the 
access shafts above it. This is the only sec­
tion of the aqueduct which was not re-used 
in the modern waterworks of Athens, and 
which had not been previously well docu­
mented. The tunnel in this area provides 
valuable comparative evidence as it was 
cut through the hard lirnestone of Lykabet­
tos Hill and did not require the brick 
vaulting and structural walls which 
characterize the aqueduct where it passes 
through the soft Athenian schist. 

Also located in the vicinity of the 
School, at Dexameni Square, are the re­
mains of two steps and two column bases 
on which rested the Ionic �f�a�Â�a�d�e� seen by 
Cyriacus. On the basis of both documen­
tary and archaeological evidence, �™� have 
determined that the modern structure takes 
the form of the ancient building, a three­
aisled basilica with rear apse. Because 
three-aisled and 



�•�•�—� Fellow Studies Votive Reliefs 
Carol Lawton (ASCSA SS1970, �A�s�s�o�c�¯�a �t �e� Member 1976-80, Eugene Vanderpool 
Fell ow 1977), �A�s�s�o�c�¯�a �t �e� Professor in the Art Dh
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In Memoriam 
Annie C. Graham, nee Hare, Ph.D. 

�J �Ã �h�n �s� �H�Ã�p�k�i�n �s�,� distinguished classicist, 
specialist in �R�Ã�m�a �n� �m�Ã�s�a �i �c�s �,� wife �Ã�f� the 
late Greek �a �r �c �h �a�e�Ã �l �Ã�g �i �s �t� James Walter 
Graham, died peacefull y in �¤ �Ã �r �Ã �·�t �Ã �,� 

March 19, 1996, at the age �Ã�f� 87. She is 
survived by �t�w �Ã� daughters, Christine 
Phillips �Ã�f �T �Ã �r�Ã�n�t�o� and Margaret �L �e �v�e �s�Ã �n� 

�Ã�f� New �Y�Ã�r�k �,� and a �s �Ã�n �,� James �R�Ã�b �e �r�t�­

�s �Ã�n� Graham �Ã�f�L �e �a�r�n�i�n�g�t�Ã�n �,� �O�n�t�a�r�i�Ã �.� �B �Ã �t�h� 

Annie and James Walter Graham are 
remembered as �l�Ã�n�g�-�t�i�m�e� friends �Ã�f� the 
�S �c �h �Ã�Ã �l �.� 

* * * 
Stephen �H�a�n�c�Ã �c �k� �L�Ã�n �s �d�a�l�e �,� a Summer 

�S�e �s �s�i�Ã�n� student at the ASCSA in 1973 and 
a Friend �Ã�f� �b�Ã�t�h� the �S�c�h�Ã�Ã�l� and the Gen­
nadius Library, died this past fall in 
�W�a�s �h�i�n�g�t�Ã�n �,� D.C. �‘� graduate �Ã�f�b�Ã�t�h� Har­
vard �(�’ �. �‘ �. �)� and Cambridge (Ph.D.) 
Universities, he was an �a �s �s�Ã�c�i�a�t �e� �p�r�Ã�f�e �s�s �Ã�r� 
�Ã�f� classical studies at �D�a�v�i�d �s �Ã�n� �C�Ã�l�l�e�g�e� 

�f�r�Ã�m� 1986 �t�h�r�Ã�u�g�h� 1994, published three 
�b �Ã �Ã�k �s� and �n�u�m�e�r�Ã�u �s� �s �c�h�Ã�l�a�r�l�y� articles �Ã�·� 

imagery �¯�·� ancient Greece and �Ã�·� �H�Ã�m�e�r�i�c� 

epic, and was a 1990-91 �J�u�n�i�Ã�r� �F�e�l�l�Ã�w� �Ã�f� 
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